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What the study was about: 
 

PROVIDE A LAY PERSON"S OVERVIEW, FOR EXAMPLE: 
This study was concerned with understanding the nature of fluency in a second language. In particular, we are interested in how the ability to efficiently understand the meanings of single words in a second language is related to how efficiently a person can read and speak in that language. The tasks you were given provided simple measures of these abilities. 

You performed a simple task that measured overall fluency in recognizing the meaning of single words, in both your first and second language.  This task provides a measure of how fast and how automatically you are able to connect words to their meanings, separately in each language. The other tasks provide basic measures that allow a comparison of reading and of speaking efficiency in each language. The hypothesis is that people who process linguistic information more automatically will be more proficient readers and speakers compared to people who are less automatic. We are interested in the extent to which this is true. The background questionnaire information provides the context in which the data on word recognition, reading and speaking can be understood.

 

This research will contribute to our understanding of the challenges that adults face when trying to become very proficient in a second language. This knowledge will be valuable in the future for the design of second language instruction. 

Once again, we thank you for your participation. If you should want any further information, please contact Prof. Norman Segalowitz, Department of Psychology, at norman.segalowitz@concordia.ca and he will be happy to provide it.

For further reading, you may find it interesting to look at these two sources:
1.
Segalowitz, N. (2010). Cognitive bases of second language fluency. New York: Routledge.

2.
…


